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ENVIRONMENT AND LIVING SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Environment and Living Scrutiny Committee will be held at 6.30 pm on 
Thursday 2 November 2017 in The Olympic Room, Aylesbury Vale District Council, The 
Gateway, Gatehouse Road, Aylesbury, HP19 8FF, when your attendance is requested.

Membership: Councillor M Winn (Chairman); Councillors S Jenkins (Vice-Chairman), 
M Bateman, S Chapple, A Cole, S Cole, P Cooper, B Everitt, B Foster, T Hunter-Watts and 
R King

Contact Officer for meeting arrangements: Chris Ward; cward@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES 

2. TEMPORARY CHANGES TO MEMBERSHIP 

Any changes will be reported at the meeting.

3. MINUTES (Pages 3 - 8)

To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting held on 20 September 2017.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members to declare any interests.

5. ECOLOGY UPDATE 2017 (Pages 9 - 16)

To consider the attached report.

Contact Officer: Paul Holton 01296 585974

6. WORK PROGRAMME 

Public Document Pack



To consider the future work programme. Meetings are scheduled as follows:-

19 December 2017: Taxi Licensing fees review
Built Facilities Strategy

13 February 2018: Community Safety update

21 March 2018: No items yet

22 May 2018: VAHT annual update

Previously requested items:

 Update from County Council on road repairs
 Housing acute needs
 Update on inspection of residential buildings in the Vale to review fire safety
 Food Service Plan 2017/18: Commercial Proposition



Environment and Living Scrutiny Committee

20 SEPTEMBER 2017

PRESENT: Councillor M Winn (Chairman); Councillors S Jenkins (Vice-Chairman), 
M Bateman, S Chapple, A Cole, S Cole, P Cooper, B Everitt, B Foster, L Monger (In 
place of T Hunter-Watts) and R King

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Sir Beville Stanier Bt

APOLOGIES: Councillor Hunter-Watts

1. TEMPORARY CHANGES TO MEMBERSHIP 

Councillor Hunter-Watts substituted for Councillor Monger.

2. MINUTES 

RESOLVED –

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 13 June 2017 be approved as correct records.

3. INSPECTION OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS IN THE VALE TO REVIEW FIRE 
SAFETY 

After the events of the Grenfell Tower disaster, a report was distributed ahead of the 
meeting to update Members in regard to the fire safety management of buildings 
managed or owned by AVDC. Outlined were the actions that have been taken by the 
Council to mitigate the risk of any similar disaster occurring and also how compliance 
with the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 had been demonstrated. 

A Grenfell Response Board had been established to discuss any Government guidance 
issued as a result of the disaster and to examine existing risk profiles across the 
Council’s property portfolio. These Board Members had met on 3 July, chaired by 
AVDC’s Chief Executive, Andrew Grant, and were scheduled to continue meeting on a 
regular basis. A review by the Corporate Health and Safety Manager on All Fire Safety 
Risk Assessments and Fire Safety Management Plans for properties managed by the 
Council had been carried out. In addition, Fire Safety Management Plans and Fire 
Safety Risk Assessments were obtained from Tenants of commercial properties owned 
by the Council but self-managed for review.

It was found that Griffin Place was the only residential property owned by AVDC. The 
property, which provided emergency accommodation to the homeless and was 
managed by Bromford Housing Association, did not contain ACM type cladding, was 
less than 18 meters tall and recently had met relevant fire regulations. AVDC did not 
hold any social housing stock, instead the council was working with local Registered 
Providers and Housing Associations to identify residential tower blocks that they owned 
and/or managed within Aylesbury Vale which contained ACM cladding. Friars House 
had also found a failure with its cladding and investigation was still ongoing to determine 
the responsible leaseholder. This was expected to be resolved in due course. 

Members discussed the report and were advised that:-

i. Sprinklers were not a requirement in legislation at Friars House as they were 
required for buildings built from 2007 onwards and over 30metres high. However 
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Bucks Fire and Rescue were happy with the current fire safety arrangements at 
Friars House. 

ii. There were statutory powers to carry out the work and invoice later, however 
Central Government had advised AVDC to contact them if leaseholders had 
proven difficult. AVDC had a tiered approach when contacting leaseholders 
depending on the Category. 

iii. AVDC had an excellent working relationship with its partners with messages and 
queries being answered quickly. This was attributed to the common 
understanding of how severe any potential fire safety issue would be. 

iv. Investigations were still ongoing regarding cladding design. 
v. There was the potential to sell AVDC’s experience to other authorities on a 

consultancy basis in future, however the present focus was on completing the 
current work. 

vi. Reasonable timeframes were given to leaseholders to respond to before more 
formal instruction and form completion notices were submitted. The preferred 
option would be to do the work and bill afterwards rather than prosecute 
leaseholder inaction. 

vii. Clarity was needed on whether or not AVDC was liable if there was an incident 
on a VAHT property due to Member representation on their Board. (This was 
followed up after the meeting and the Monitoring Officer confirmed AVDC would 
not be liable). 

viii. Instructions to stay put in a fire in a residential building depended on the 
property. The commercial building policy was always to evacuate. 

ix. HMO Licenses contained fire safety requirements but residents that had 
concerns would be responded to accordingly. 

Members also acknowledged how quickly the situation would change as the safety 
review progressed and agreed that an update should be reported back to Committee in 
future. 

RESOLVED –

That the Committee report be noted. 

4. FOOD SERVICE PLAN 2017-18 

Under European food law the Food Standards Agency (FSA) was deemed to be the 
competent authority.  To ensure these powers were exercised consistently across the 
country by local authorities the FSA had developed a framework agreement, part of 
which included the production by each local authority of a food service plan.
 
Service plans were seen as an important part of the process to ensure that national 
priorities and standards were addressed and delivered locally.  The details to be 
contained in the plan were specified by the FSA.  Plans had to contain the following 
information:-

 Service Aims and Objectives.
 Background.
 Service Delivery.
 Resources.
 Quality Assessment.
 Review.

The Committee received a report on the plan which had the Aylesbury Vale Food 
Service Plan for 2017-18 attached as an appendix.  The key features of the Plan 
included:-
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 There were 1786 registered food businesses in Aylesbury Vale; an increase of 
62 since last year. 

 Premises were given a risk rating, A to E with resources targeted to ensure 
higher risk premises (A, B, Non-compliant C and Unrated) inspected in 
accordance with the FSA Code of Practice. 

 The number of premises which were deemed to be “broadly compliant” with the 
law was 97.5%. 

 In 2016/17 93% of Officer programmed interventions were carried out. 99.7% of 
premises inspections rated A- non compliant C were achieved.

 Areas of improvement or exploration had been identified to improve efficiency 
and to ensure the best service was being offered to customer. These included: 

a. Consider the opportunities around the changes to primary authority 
scheme in October 2017 to make it more straightforward for smaller 
businesses (who are currently ineligible to apply) to setup a partnership 
with us. 

b. Work closer with colleagues in Economic Development and 
Buckinghamshire Business First to encourage those food businesses 
based in AVDC to develop partnerships. 

c. Adapt food business registration form as required to promote range of 
‘opt in’ services as discussed above such as new food business advice, 
primary authority options and promotion of other Council chargeable 
services 

d. Explore opportunities under the Localism Act to provide advisory services 
to new food business that we can charge for as part of an ‘opt in’ 
package of benefits 

e. Ensure the benefits of Salesforce was maximised at the customer facing 
end so that customers were encouraged to register their food business 
when applications for other services that are food related eg Premises 
Licence Applications 

f. Explore the potential to deliver a pilot business project based on the 
principles of Better Business For All that builds on and maximizes 
AVDC’s relationships with local business.

Members sought further information and were advised:-

i. Plans to mandatorily show ‘Scores on the Doors’ in England had been held back. 
It was expected that this would not change for the next three – four years. It was 
also noted that the ‘Scores on the Doors’ system related to food hygiene, not 
food quality. 

ii. The report is a necessity under European Food Law so the impact of Brexit was 
yet to be determined. 

iii. The relationship with Arla had been good from planning to set-up, and training 
had been organised to demonstrate milk handling practice to other authorities. 
The relationship now was described as ‘business as usual.’ 

iv. That it was understood that a balance needed to be struck between providing 
standard free of charge advice and charging for services. Further investigation 
would be undertaken in order to provide an attractive package to business that 
provided optional add-on services. 

v. Member concerns of a conflict of interest were understood, however the 
commercial element would not take away from the statutory, free services. 

vi. The Officer structure had not changed. Although recruitment had been frozen 
during the staffing programme, two out of three roles had been recruited with 
October and November starts scheduled. Although multi-disciplinary, Officers in 
post were encouraged to develop themselves and achieve qualifications. 
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vii. ‘Broadly Compliant’ was an FSA prescribed term, as was businesses types. It 
was commented that farms would not be listed unless they sold from the site. 

Members agreed that the proposed commercial activities of the Food Service Plan 
needed to be looked at in future at Committee when more information was available. 

RESOLVED –

That the 2017-18 Food Service Plan be noted and that comments from Members be 
considered in future food service plans. 

5. AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT AREAS 

A report was circulated to Members which provided an update on the current status of 
air quality in Aylesbury Vale. Progress was also supplied on the actions that had been 
taken in order to improve the three Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) within the 
Vale. It had been found through data monitoring from 2014 until 2016 that the AQMA on 
Friarage Road had improved significantly. This was attributed to improvements carried 
out on the road network on the Oakfield Road/Tring Road and King Edward 
Avenue/Tring Road junctions which had improved the flow of traffic as well as an 
increase in newer, cleaner vehicle numbers. 

Aylesbury Vale monitored NO2 levels at 27 sites across the District through passive 
diffusion tubes which were replaced monthly. Mainly used at residential sites, the tubes 
assessed whether or not a site had exceeded the annual objective of 40µg/m3. Appendix 
2 contained the site locations of the tubes. The results from the passive monitoring had 
shown that the majority of Aylesbury Vale met national air quality objectives for NO2, 
however the Stoke Road AQMA exceeded national objectives and so required 
automated continuous monitoring. 

Automatic continuous monitoring was carried out outside Walton Parish Hall, close to 
the Walton Street AQMA, which provided hourly data to verify whether the 200µg/m3 
hourly objective had been exceeded. The continuous monitoring results from 2015 to 
2016 indicated there were no instances of exceedances in the annual mean for the 
pollutant and no hourly exceedances. These results meant that Stoke Road AQMA 
boundary did not need amending and that the monitoring site would be moved back into 
the boundary of the Stoke Road AQMA. 

Detailed investigation had been undertaken in Buckingham in June 2017 to ascertain 
whether or not an AQMA would be declared. The assessment found that there was no 
annual exceedance of NO2 exposure, however concentrations were close to air quality 
objectives of 40µg/m3. Diffusion tubes would continue to be utilised to monitor this trend. 

It was highlighted that the upcoming VALP would have the potential opportunity to 
include air quality policies with the intention of encouraging developments to consider 
their impact on air quality. One such instance of this included electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure for commercial and residential developments. Aside from this, the future 
aim was to work with partners, notably Bucks CC, to formulate action plans and reduce 
pollution within the AQMAs. Investigations had already begun surrounding the 
revocation of the Tring Road AQMA by the end of 2017. The possibility of applying for 
Defra funding to promote a ‘No Idling’ publicity campaign was also being considered 
which would use current regulations to issue fixed penalties to drivers running their 
engines unnecessarily when not moving. This would help the air quality and also reduce 
noisy environments for residents and businesses. It was hoped that the Licensing 
Committee would be receptive to the inclusion of idling conditions in taxi ranks within 
Taxi and Private Hire Licensing Policy.
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Members discussed the update and were advised that:-

i. VALP contained provisions which related to electric vehicle infrastructure and 
would be contained in the upcoming VALP Scrutiny Meeting.

ii. AVDC was limited in actions it could take at AQMA sites, particularly when the 
issue related to traffic flow. Liaison was carried out with Bucks CC on this, 
indeed once an AQMA was declared then Bucks CC did have to action. 
Emission zones would only be declared if significant issues were raised, 
however it was doubted that AVDC would be in a position to carry this out.

iii. Publicity campaigns could be undertaken to advise residents of ‘pinch point’ days 
which would advise of certain times and areas where air quality was notably 
poor. This could be achieved via an SMS service. 

iv. AQMA locations were available on the website and showed on property 
searches so residents moving close to an AQMA would be aware.  

v. Technological advancements to vehicles would have had a positive impact of air 
quality improvement. 

vi. Concerns were raised over the potential harmful output of the Greatmoor waste 
facility and how insufficient scrubber systems not removing pollutants would 
impact Winslow and the surrounding area. 

Members did express concerns of the overall negative impact that development would 
potentially have on air quality in the Vale. 

RESOLVED –

That the air quality update be noted. 

Councillor Winn declared a personal interest in this item as he lived in the Stoke Road 
AQMA. 

6. WORK PROGRAMME 

The Committee considered their future work programme as submitted to the meeting, as 
well as following up on the Fire Service Inspection and the commercial aspect of the 
Food Service Plan. 

RESOLVED –

That the work programme be noted.
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AVDC ECOLOGY UPDATE 2017

1 Purpose

1.1 This report provides a 12 month update of our Ecology Service. It identifies protected 
species and habitats in need of management, at risk of decline, shows how the 
council is managing protected species, and how AVDC policy and volunteer groups 
are contributing to habitat and species conservation. 

2 Recommendations/for decision

2.1 That the Committee note the contents of the report, achievements over the 
past 12 months, and recognise the contribution volunteer groups are making 
towards maintaining and improving habitats and species across the Vale.

3 Executive summary 

3.1 The Ecology Service is now part of the Environment Team, Regulatory Services in 
the Customer Fulfilment Sector.

3.2 The service contributes to Development Management by providing customers with a 
charged for pre planning application service to carry out checks for protected species 
and provides consultee comments on planning applications, including East-West Rail 
and HS2.

3.3 Involvement in key projects includes the Kingsbrook Development in Aylesbury 
delivered by Barratt David Wilson Homes (with input from the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds), a great crested newt pilot project, the Berryfields mitigation 
scheme, and contributions to the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan policies.

3.4 Our Ecologist continues to support several volunteer groups across the Vale 
including the River Thame Conservation Trust, Vale Countryside Volunteers, Bucks 
Owl and Raptor Group, Aylesbury Peregrine Falcon Project, North Bucks Bat Group, 
UK Black Poplar Group, and other species conservation projects.

3.5 Volunteers have been invited to the committee meeting to give a brief insight into 
their contribution:

 Doug Kennedy from Save the River Thame (now amalgamated with The River 
Thame Conservation Trust). 

 Natalie Brehan from The River Thame Conservation Trust.

 Alex Matthews from Bucks Owl and Raptor Group and it’s hoped that Alex will be 
accompanied by George, a captive bred Owl.

4 Council Reorganisation

4.1 Following the council wide reorganisation the ecology service sits within the 
Environment Team in Regulatory Services, part of the Customer Fulfilment sector. 
The team is managed by Gareth Bird who reports to Lindsey Vallis, Group Manager – 
Regulatory Services.
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4.2 In addition to Ecology the Environment Team includes Heritage and Conservation, 
Parks and Green Infrastructure, Pollution Control, and Trees.

4.3 Having direct links between ecology and heritage has proved beneficial given that 
many old properties are home to bats. Links between ecology and parks continues 
with volunteers assisting with habitat management on AVDC land and ecology 
inputting to park management. The relationship with trees continues in both planning 
work and with ecology input on tree management and planting schemes on AVDC 
land.

4.4 There is one Ecology Officer whose key responsibilities are to contribute to the 
delivery of national conservation projects, provide specialist advice, guidance and 
information on ecology, biodiversity and conservation including protected species and 
habitats across Aylesbury Vale. Additional responsibilities during the last 12 months 
relate to major infrastructure proposals including HS2 and East West Rail along with 
Local and National Policy developments relating to the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan 
and Natural England’s review on District Licensing for Great Crested Newts. 

5 Development Management

5.1 The prepaid service for planning pre application advice is still provided and offers 
customers the opportunity for our Ecology Officer  to undertake a site visit to check 
for protected species. This can prevent delays to applications as it identifies the need 
for further detailed protected species assessments early in the application time 
frame. Species specific surveys are often constrained to certain times of the year 
reflecting when particular species are active. By identifying the need for such 
assessments early on in the planning process the developer has the ability to factor 
in this need around their aspirations. This information is essential for any 
development requiring European Protected Species Licence applications from 
Natural England. Information on our website is to be reviewed so it’s easier for 
customers to purchase this service.

5.2 Screening criteria to guide planners on when to consult our Ecology Officer on 
planning applications has been updated and shared with the delivery teams. As a 
precaution planning decision notices include the below note on protected species, 
which highlights the importance for applicants to take action if protected species are 
discovered during development. Training for the Planning Technicians on the use 
and the importance of the screening criteria is being arranged:

Certain wild plants and animals are protected under UK and European legislation. 
Approval under that legislation is required if protected habitats or species are affected 
by development. If you discover protected species proceeding with the development 
without seeking advice from Natural England could result in prosecution. For further 
information or to obtain approval contact Natural England. Further details are 
contained in our leaflet ‘Biodiversity and the Planning process’.

5.3 Consultancy services have been employed to support and sustain the delivery of 
expert ecological advice during periods of leave or when service demands are 
significant. During the financial year 2017/18 a total of 46 hours/6.3 days have been 
provided by Swift Ecology to date. This approach has been successful in bolstering 
internal resources to support planning application demand. Checks are made to 
ensure there is no conflict of interest, which could arise should Swift Ecology be 
employed by the developer.
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5.4 The Ecology Officer is anticipated to comment on over 500 planning applications in 
2017 and endeavours to ensure a reliable service is provided. This year the Ecology 
Officer will be contributing to the tree and landscape surgeries offered to Planning 
Officers, which provides the opportunity to discuss issues arising from planning 
applications. In addition to the surgeries, sessions for planning apprentices are 
planned to ensure that they are fully aware of the councils responsibilities regarding 
nature conservation and development.

Kingsbrook

5.5 The Kingsbrook development has received national interest from a number of 
organisations. The pace of construction has increased three fold as units are selling 
well. The developer has sited the relationship with the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds (RSPB) and the nature conservation focus of the site as one of 
the primary contributory factors to the successful sales on this site.

5.6 In September 2017 the Housing Minister for England, Alok Sharma visited the site 
and in October 2017 a national stakeholder event with representatives from across 
the UK’s nature conservation network also visited the site. In both instances the 
developers unique relationship with the RSPB was upheld as an example of how 
nature and housing can be better integrated. The AVDC planning committee also 
visited the site as part of their annual tour of the Vale.

5.7 The next phase of this development will be planning for the nature reserve and visitor 
centre, which the RSPB are likely to manage upon completion. 

HS2 and East West Rail

5.8 East West Rail (EWR) Alliance has informed AVDC there will be a number of 
planning applications submitted before July 2018 to cover works commencing before 
the agreed Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO). These early works are on the 
Claydon section that are intended to be combined with HS2 works.

5.9 These early applications will almost certainly have a high level of ecological input as 
this section of the rail line is the most sensitive ecologically. 

5.10 It is anticipated that the full environmental statement for the whole EWR line will be 
provided in January 2018, which will require consideration for ecology matters. Costs 
are covered by EWR.

5.11 HS2 have submitted 20 planning applications, these have been covered by a 
consultant with the oversight of our Ecology Officer. 

6 Great Crested Newt Pilot

6.1 Natural England is in the process of improving their protected species licence 
procedure for Great Crested Newts. 

6.2 Currently three types of licenses are available; to undertake development or other 
work that may affect these protected species, survey and research license, and 
possession and sale license.

6.3 From 2018 new ‘District Licences’ will be available within Aylesbury Vale through a 
project being delivered by the Nature Space Partnership. Piloted initially at Woking 
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Borough Council in Surrey this new approach focuses on bringing the greatest 
benefits to GCN while streamlining the licensing process for developers.

6.4 AVDC has entered into the pilot scheme with five other authorities. The scheme is 
due to receive a licence in November 2017 and commence January 2018. It is 
expected that Natural England will no longer issue GCN licences by 2020. 

6.5 The premise to district licencing is that development will be assessed for GCN habitat 
impact. Maps for Aylesbury Vale are being drawn up by Nature Space identifying 
high, medium and low potential for GCN. The impact of each development will then 
be assessed using a metric. The higher the impact the greater mitigation measures 
will be required. 

6.6 This method eliminates the need to survey for individual specimens and will 
ultimately create new habitat off site. This pilot is fully supported by The Reptile and 
Amphibian Trust and The Fresh Water Habitats Trust. Two of the UK’s leading 
scientists in amphibian conservation are advising. 

6.7 The scheme’s providers recognise additional resources will be required within 
districts signing up this pilot. As such funds for districts to employ a support Ecology 
Officer are being made available. It is intended a fixed term post for AVDC will be 
recruited in January 2018. This post will initially be concentrating solely on the extra 
work load the GCN pilot will generate. 

7 Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan

7.1 Guidance has been provided to the Forward Plans Team on policy formulation to 
ensure the ecology sections of the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan provide robust 
protection for habitats and species across the Vale. The Buckinghamshire and Milton 
Keynes Natural Environment Partnership (NEP), which AVDC is a financial 
contributor to and partner of have worked closely with us on this project.

7.2 Ecology related polices contributed to include:
 NE1 Protected Sites.
 NE2 Biodiversity and Geodiversity.
 NE3 Rivers and streams.
 NE9 Trees, Hedgerows, and Woodlands.

7.3 A Rivers and Streams Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) has been drafted 
and is currently being circulated to relevant nature conservation organisations to 
ensure developments do not have a detrimental impact on water courses.

7.4 A Biodiversity Offsetting SPD is being produced based on a countywide strategy 
drafted by the NEP. This document will provide developers with clarity on what 
measures will be expected on all developments after VALP has been adopted.

8 Berryfields Mitigation: Hedgerow Havens Project 

8.1 An innovative partnership with the local Wildlife Trust is being fostered to support and 
deliver projects through the Berryfields Mitigation Fund. 

8.2 This scheme will focus on hedgerow restoration, management and establishment in 
the area around the Berryfields development in Aylesbury. Opportunities to establish 
meadows and ponds and will be identified and followed up. All projects directly link to 
the strategic aims of the funding and where possible will involve the community. A 
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project officer will be employed by the Bucks, Berks, and Oxon Wildlife Trust 
commencing Spring 2018.

9 Volunteers

9.1 Critical to the success of the ecology service is input from numerous voluntary 
conservation groups across the Vale. Our Ecology Officer provides some support to 
these groups and in return a significant and positive impact is provided to protecting 
species and habitats across the Vale. 

River Thame Conservation Trust

9.2 This group is hosted by the Freshwater Habitat Trust and now has a paid member of 
staff. It was volunteers carrying out invertebrate sampling that first noticed the 
pollution incident at the Haydon Hill Sewage treatment works two years ago. Thames 
Water were fined over £40m for this incident. A partnership meeting between 
interested parties was created prior to the court case. 

9.3 These partnership meetings have fostered closer relationships between all the 
parties concerned with water courses. A far more robust monitoring schedule has 
been implemented by Thames Water and funds are being invested to establish 
projects across the Vale within the River Thame catchment. 

9.4 Doug Kennedy from Save the River Thame (now amalgamated with The River 
Thame Conservation Trust) has been invited to present a short piece relating to his 
experience of volunteering with this group and how AVDC form a critical element 
going forward. 

9.5 Natalie Brehan from The River Thame Conservation Trust will present some of the 
projects that have been implemented in the Thame Catchment in the Vale.

Vale Countryside Volunteers

9.6 Vale Countryside Volunteers (VCV) continue to provide first class practical 
conservation tasks across the district, working closely with AVDC, the Local Wildlife 
Trust, and the National Trust. In the last 12 months VCV have carried out the 
equivalent of almost 500 volunteer work days. 

9.7 AVDC Parks and Tree Officers have utilised VCV expertise and practical support on 
a number of AVDC open spaces across the Vale including sites at Aylesbury, 
Buckingham, Wendover, and Winslow. These sessions enable work to be carried out 
on site often with the help of local residents. These tasks provide real conservation 
gains, engage the community, and provide health benefits to those participating.

9.8 Information about the group and a working party diary is available on the VCV 
website: http://www.vcv.org.uk 

Bucks Owl and Raptor Group

9.9 Established as an independent voluntary group from the legacy of the Heritage 
Lottery Funded project 2010-2013 the Bucks Owl and Raptor Group (BORG) 
monitors over 300 boxes across the Vale. 

9.10 Active boxes have birds rung as part of the British Trust for Ornithology national 
monitoring scheme. The group provides a key link with landowners across the Vale, 
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and by fostering close relationships with landowners many other habitat and species 
enhancements can be influenced. 

9.11 The species records generated provide vital information towards the planning 
consultations our Ecology Officer covers. 

9.12 Alex Matthews from BORG has been invited to give a brief presentation on BORGs 
role and it’s hoped that Alex will be accompanied by George, a captive bred Owl the 
group use for their Education Programme.

Aylesbury Peregrine Falcon Project

9.13 This hugely effective project is co ordinated by a few dedicated volunteers. During 
the breeding season web cameras operate allowing the world to see Aylesbury’s 
Peregrines in all their glory, see: http://www.aylesburyperegrine.org.uk. 

9.14 In 2017 the site was viewed by people from across the world with comments from 
Australia, Japan and, USA recorded. The residents and visitors to Aylesbury once 
again watched events from the Market Square. Volunteers from the main 
ornithological groups in the district supported these events and the Bucks County 
Museum once again linked up to the project with interactive displays. 

9.15 Unfortunately the chick perished just after fledging, demonstrating just how 
vulnerable these animals can be. A poignant end to the 2017 breeding season, but 
still show cased Aylesbury Vale as a district that has a thriving interest in wildlife. 

North Bucks Bat Group

9.16 The Group are the lead organisation for Bat Conservation across Buckinghamshire. 
A number of critical projects surrounding the Bernwood ancient woodland have been 
instrumental in influencing HS2 proposals. Data from the monitoring scheme is being 
used to provide information on the potential impact of HS2 on species such as the 
Bechstein Bat. 

9.17 The data the Group produces is essential to understanding bat distribution across the 
Vale. This data is used in a planning context to help understand the potential impacts 
development may have on bats in the Vale. 

9.18 The work the Group does in the community through events and talks is essential in 
educating the general public on bat ecology. 

9.19 It is anticipated that Natural England will be looking at the success of the GCN district 
licence scheme and in the near future may look at a similar scheme for bats. This is 
considered to be far more complicated and will require the considerable knowledge 
resource the Bat Group has generated over the 15 years of it’s existence.

UK Black Poplar Group

9.20 A new national Black Poplar tree nursery is being established at Lindengate mental 
health charity in Wendover with the help of volunteers. The nursery will grow trees 
that can be purchased by developers needing to plant large quantities of this rare 
priority species across the Vale. 

9.21 The scheme has a close relationship with Forest Research and The Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew with a new clone established from seed of trees in the Vale. 
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9.22 Work began during Summer 2017 to establish the nursery with help from VCV and 
Lindengate volunteers. The nursery should be established fully by December 2017 
with rooted plants grown from seed and cuttings available Autumn 2018.

Other Species Conservation Projects

9.23 There are a number of other smaller conservation projects that are being established. 
These are supported by volunteers and given time will become more prevalent in the 
future. 

9.24 These include the River Ouse Otter and Water Vole project the profile of which will be 
raised with the inclusion of the National Trust site, Stowe Gardens as Otters are now 
in residence on site. With populations of both otter and water vole expanding in this 
region all parties are looking to establish a second water vole reintroduction project 
and are fostering links with academic establishments to ensure long term monitoring 
is established. 

9.25 The Aylesbury Vale Swift Project is establishing itself alongside the Oxford group and 
major house building schemes. Incorporating this species into the fabric of the 
development provides the potential to generate new colonies. 

10 Resource implications

10.1 AVDC ecology resource is provided entirely within the existing budget of Regulatory 
Services. The planning function of this role is covered by the planning application fee 
set by central Government or by the fee charged for pre application advice. 

10.2 Funding for ecology schemes in new developments is provided through Section 106 
legal agreements funded by developers. 

10.3 HS2 and EWR are covering costs related to their projects.

10.4 The benefit of volunteering in terms of the number of work days and our ability to 
implement policy in relation to ecology is considerable. This enables many of the 
planning gains required under the current National Planning Policy and ensures that 
our local policy can be fully achieved. 

11 Response to Key Aims and Objectives

11.1 Provide customers with a pre planning application service to carry out site visits to 
check for protected species.

11.2 Establish robust ecology polices for VALP, including working with the NEP to secure 
a consistent approach across Milton Keynes and Buckinghamshire. 

11.3 Partnership working with national bodies, to influence national strategy and to ensure 
our approach meets statutory obligations.

11.4 Encourage higher environmental standards and infrastructure in new development, 
including major infrastructure projects such as HS2 and East West Rail. 

11.5 Support the voluntary and community sector through involvement, information, 
training and funding. 

11.6 Manage and protect designated wildlife sites and AVDC land.
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11.7 Review ecology information on our website to improve visibility of services and 
contribute to AVDC news, and updates to local newsletters and local area forums.

Contact Officer Paul Holton 01296 585947
pholton@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 
ecology@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk 

Background Documents Environment and Living Scrutiny Ecology Update November 2016
Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan November 2017
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